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NEWS BRIEFS

T
he governing board for 
California’s community colleges 
approved four-year degree 
programs at 15 community 
colleges, which will start in 
the next three years. Among 
those approved was a bachelor’s 

program for mortuary science at Cypress 
College.

The CFDA, in a letter written on  
February 4, 2015 by CFDA Vice  
President Dennis Steiner, expressed 
its strong support for the designation 
of Cypress College as one of the 
pilot program participants to offer a 
baccalaureate degree in mortuary science. 

“We believe that by Cypress College 
being approved to provide a new 
baccalaureate degree in Mortuary 
Science it will enable funeral professions 
to expand their educational base and 
curriculum. It will further enhance 
the professionalism of funeral service 
and their service to families and the 
communities they serve,” Steiner said 
in his letter. “We commend the Board 
of Chancellors for selecting the Cypress 
College mortuary science program to be 
able to offer the baccalaureate degree.”

Glenn Bower, Mortuary Science  
Program Director at Cypress College, 
said in a letter to the CFDA, “As we move 

closer to the launch date of this new en-
deavor, we will be in communication as to 
inform your association members about 
the opportunities that will be available if 
they would like to continue their funeral 
service education and be a part of this 
pilot program here at Cypress College.”

A committee selected the 15 college 
programs from among 34 proposals, and 
took into consideration labor market 
needs and the ability of colleges to deliver 
on their applications, as well as  
geographic, institutional and subject  
diversity. The pilot degrees must be  
carried out by the 2017-18 academic year 
and will sunset in 2022-23. 

CFDA Writes Letter of  Support for New Degree Program

Holiday Spirit Alive and Well at Hollywood Forever

T
he Holiday Season and children 
are a match made in Heaven.  A 
special gift to children of vic-
tims of violent crimes is Heaven 
sent.  And so, for the 4th straight 
year, I have used the period from 
Thanksgiving to Christmas as 

my own contribution to the efforts of 
the Los Angeles County District Attor-
ney’s Office to collect toys and funds for 
other needed supplies for families, and 
in particular, children that are survivors 
of tragic circumstances.  This year, Los 
Angeles County District Attorney Jackie 
Lacey invited me and Chanell O’Farrill to 
her office to personally thank us for our 
efforts.  We are committed to be part of 
this Holiday Fund Drive next year as well.

This year’s effort was the most pro-
ductive and I cajoled our funeral director, 
Chanell O’Farrill, to assist me with this 
year’s collection of almost 300 toys.  The 
array of toys included a well-dressed 
chatty doll to a stuffed very cute reindeer 
with a glowing nose that when pinched, it 
sang, what else, Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer.  I collected enough teddy bears 
that I decided to give them names such 
as Dasher, Dancer, Prancer; you get the 
picture.

As a member of CFDA’s Public Re-
lations Committee, I feel that I should 
always tend to involvement in public 

service, especially at the local level.  Our 
representation is statewide but our mem-
bership is part of the local community 
affairs.  Especially during the Holiday 
Season, we should make every effort to 
do our share to uplift the spirits of those 
in need.

My time is such that I can only do 
this at this particular time of the year 
but the L.A. District Attorney’s Holiday 
Assistance Program is year round.  My 
sincere hope is that the L.A. County 
Funeral Directors Association member-
ship gets involved next year.  You can 
either donate toys or send a check that 
can be used for victims of violent crimes 
for daily needs such as food, furnishings 
for temporary housing when needed and 
transportation. LACFDA already does 
its share by collecting toys every year 

at their Christmas event and donating 
the toys to the Los Angeles Children’s 
Hospital.  This year, our funeral director 
Chanell O’Farrill delivered the toys to 
the hospital and shared the distribution 
of toys with the ones donated by the Los 
Angeles Police Department.  I am aware 
of another funeral home already partici-
pating.  Guerra-Gutierrez Funeral Home 
has been assisting for several years and 
I already have Spaulding Mortuary and 
Shawn Dandy-Alba of Keepers Security 
with pledges for a check next year.

If you want to contact the L.A. County 
District Attorney’s office to be part of 
this annual drive, the contact person is 
Shari Farmer, Field Deputy, Commu-
nity Outreach Coordinator, LA County 
District Attorney’s Office, Victim-Witness 
Assistance Program at 213.700.2276.

Left to right, Pamela 
Booth, Assistant D.A.; 
Donna Mills, Director for 
Victim-Witness Assistance 
Program; CFDA Board 
Member Homer Alba; 
Jackie Lacey, L.A. County 
District Attorney; Chanell 
O’Farrill, Funeral Director 
at Hollywood Forever 
Funeral Home and LACFDA 
Board Member; and Shari 
Farmer, Field Deputy

By Homer Alba, Vice President Emeritus/Hollywood Funeral Home and CFDA Board Member


